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Tips for Better Travel Photos

camera settings

1. Selective focus – Blur the background through aperture settings (start with f/5.6) or put everything in focus (f/16 or f/22).  Use aperture priority mode (or portrait and landscape modes in a bind).
2. Capture action – Freeze, blur, or pan using appropriate shutter speed (start with 1/250 or 1/500 to freeze action, 1/30 to blur).  Pre-focus compacts to avoid lag.  Inverse relationship of shutter speed to focal length:  for 100mm focal length use 1/100 (or 1/125) or faster to avoid blur.  (use sports mode in a bind).
3. Keep lens and sensor clean

4. Understand the Histogram (and blinkies) – avoid clipping, especially at the right/ white side.  Use exposure compensation -/+ settings to compensate:  (-) to make a darker exposure, (+) to make a lighter exposure.  Bracket (take 3 versions) to ensure the right exposure.
5. Have your camera settings ready and check them often

6. Take lots of pictures – use continuous shooting drive mode for action
7. Get lucky

8. Use filters – circular polarizer and graduated neutral density

9. Experiment with black and white, either in camera or better yet in Photoshop

10. Use highest resolution setting
11. Use lowest ISO setting possible for the situation to avoid digital noise (auto ISO will do this for you)
composition

12. Fill the frame with the subject – get in close

13. Explore different angles and points of view, move around
14. Find a good background or situation and wait for the subject or action

15. Decide what your subject is, and eliminate other elements from the frame
16. Create relationships (through the use of framing and depth of field)
17. Pay attention to distracting elements in the background – wait, move, or recompose to eliminate them
18. Compose using the ‘rule of thirds’

19. Consider Balance when composing – size and “weight” of objects, colors, pos./neg. space
20. Use diagonal and leading lines to draw the eye to the subject – Read left to right
21. Frame the subject with architectural or natural elements
22. Keep the horizon straight

23. Try horizontal and vertical compositions

24. Turn around 180° - look for opportunities behind you
25. Use people for scale

26. Give the subject room to move forward in the frame, room to breathe
27. Show only your best work

28. Use a tripod

subject matter

29. Capture people and faces – make sure eyes are in focus
30. Capture kids

31. Ask permission, don’t offend

32. Follow the light and then find a subject

33. Capture morning and evening light – use ‘cloudy’ white balance setting for warmer color in morning and evening
34. Follow the music

35. Follow the color

36. Capture the details or essence of a subject or situation

37. Capture the everyday elements

38. Tell a story – include the context and environment
39. Back up your photos in two places – laptop, external hard drive, cds or dvds

40. Reformat your memory card in the camera instead of just ‘erase all’
